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Dr. Ralf Schimmer, Director, Max Planck Digital Library (MPDL)
As Head of Scientific Information Provision at the Max Planck
Digital Library, Dr Ralf Schimmer is responsible for the
electronic resources licensing program for the entire Max

Planck Society and for a broad range of Open Access and

other information services. He is a frequent co—organiser of

the Berlin conferences on Open Access since 2003 and

manages the Open Access publication charge agreements of the Max Planck Society. Currently
he is chair of the Governing Council of SCOAP® and an active supporter of Knowledge
Unlatched. Known as a frequent speaker at international conferences, Ralf Schimmer was
involved in EU projects such as SOAP and PEER, and he has served on the Library Advisory

Boards of several major publishers and other national and international committees.

25

Based on some global and institutional data analyses, this presentation will demonstrate some
trends and shifts in scholarly communication. A clear tendency towards Open Access can be
shown. Libraries will need to react to this development and to provide services that reflect
these changes. The activities in the Max Planck Society will be used as an example. The
presentation will also focus on the positioning of research institutions and governments in

Europe and the United States.
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